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Athletics at South Dakota State College have been 
in a truly "Golden Era" and the Sportli�e will devote a 
few of the following pages to examine this record. 
While it is difficult to say exactly when the era began 
or to forecast when it may co�e to a close, it is safe to 
state that Jackrabbit teams have established an out­
standing record in recent years. 
In any well-balanced conference or athletic group, 
any one team must expect to have its share of ups and 
downs over the years. This makes the State College 
record even more impressive when one considers the 
traditionally. strong rivals the Jackrabbits have been meeting. 
Jackrabbit teams have competed against some of 
the big-name athletic teams in addition to the rugged 
North Central Conference squads. Some of the non­
league opponents have been Marquette, Loyola, Wich­
ita, and Iowa State and Nebraska. Other conference 
members are North Dakota University, North Dakota 
State, Augustana, South Dakota University, Morning,­
side and Iowa State Teachers. 
Coach Ralph Ginn's football teams have won the 
North Central laurels five times in his nine years at the 
helm. Coach Jim Emmerich's trackmen have taken the 
league title seven times in the past ten years. State 
basketball teams have always been strong and last year 
the Jacks captured the cage crown. Tennis and golf 
teams have also been strong contenders in conference 
meets. 
Wrestling, baseball and cross country teams have 
not had the benefits of loop competition but have con­
sistently met some of the stronger foes in the midwest 
and fared favorably. 
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Kent Hyde goes high into the air 
to block an opponent's shot 
Jim Sutton drives for a layup 
as the Jackrabbits win another game • 
basketball captures imagination 
Imagination of South Dakota 
basketball fans was captured by the 
1955-56 State College team which 
won the North Central Conference 
title with a 10-2 record. 
Although Jackrabbit cage teams 
have always been strong, the crown 
was the first one in basketball won 
by a State quintet since 1943. 
Coach Jim Iverson will take the 
reins this coming season, taking 
over from R. M. "Sox" Walseth 
who moved in to the head coach­
ing job at the University of 
Colorado. He will continue the 
cage tradition set by Walseth and 
R. B. "Jack" Frost who was basket­
ball mentor from 1947 until 1954 
when he gave up coaching to 
devote full time to being athletic 
director and head of physical ed­
ucation at State College. 
Walseth' s 1955-56 crew compiled 
a 17-7 record throughout the season 
and earned a place in the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Ath­
letics tournament. The high-scoring 
Jackrabbits might have had an even 
more imposing mark if they had 
not played such national powers as 
Marquette, Loyola and Bradley. 
The N AIA berth was the fourth 
that the Jacks have won s i n c e 
World War II. 
Balanced scoring among t h e 
starting quintet, a strong defense 
,., 
and a · good bench strength were 
major factors in the Jackrabbit suc­
cess. Leading point-maker w a s 
Kent Hyde with a 17.2 average per 
game on 413 points. Following 
closely were Virg Riley with 16.3 on 
391 points, Jim Sutton 13.0 on 312 
points, Deane Antoine with 12.2 on 
294 points and Dal Eisenbraun 11.2 
on 270 points. 
The defense of the· team was 
difficult to measure in this day of 
high scoring. Despite the fact that 
the club gave up more points than 
any previous State College five, 
veteran observers were impressed 
by the way the Jackrabbits forced 
opponents to take poor and hurried 
shots. 
1955-56 BASKETBALL STATISTICS 
FIELD GOALS FREE THROWS • Name Kent Hyde 
0 Virg Riley 
Jim Sutton 
0 Deane Antoine 
Dal Eisenbraun 
0 Marion Schreiber 
0 Byron Luke 
Bob Schreiber 
�Curtis Huska 
0 Larry Korver 
Dale Jacobsen 
Jim Forsyth 
Harley Peterson 
Arnold Johnson 
Bob Gunnare 
Harold Gallagher 
Games 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
23 
23 
23 
22 
14 
8 
18 
17 
11 
6 
6 
Team rebounds 0 
TEAM TOTALS 24 
OPPONENTS 
TOTALS 24 
0graduated after 1955-56 season 
Att. 
279 
332 
244 
241 
244 
40 
70 
43 
32 
26 
13 
16 
11 
10 
10 
6 
0 
1617 
1653 
State's reserves proved their val­
ue many times during the long sea­
son by coming through with clutch .· performances. In s o m e games, 
.many of them close, Walseth used 
as many as 13 players before half­
time. 
In compiling their outstanding 
mark last season, the Jackrabbits 
set 14 new records. Four were set 
by individuals and ten were team 
standards. 
Three of the individual records 
were for one season and the fourth 
covered the career of Co-captain 
Virg Riley. 
Kent Hyde, sophomore center, 
tallied 145 free throws and shot 
from the field at a .480 pace to erase 
former records. Co-captain J i m 
Sutton, a junior, lost his former 
mark in field goal accuracy but 
boosted his own standard in free 
throw marksmanship as he shot at 
a .837 clip. 
Riley became the first player in 
State College history to score more 
than 1,000 points in varsity compe­
tition. He tallied 1,008 although he 
did not lead the team in point­
making in any of his four seasons. 
.He scored 70 points as a freshman, 
Seo. Pct. Att. Seo. Pct. 
134 .480 224 145 .647 
135 .407 175 121 .691 
115 .471 98 82 .837 
107 .444 119 80 .672 
86 .352 150 98 .653 
15 .375 56 41 .732 
30 .429 21 9 .429 
14 .326 29 21 .724 
11 .344 11 6 .545 
6 .231 4 1 .250 
5 .385 7 5 .714 
5 .313 7 4 .571 
.2 .118 9 8 .889 
4 .400 4 3 .750 
4 .400 0 0 
1 .167 0 0 
0 0 0 
674 .417 914 624 .681 
597 .361 861 575 .667 
161 as a sophomore, 386 as a junior 
and 391 during his senior year. 
His career total topped the form­
er high set by Jim Schmidt in the 
1943, 1947 an,d 1948 seasons. The 
third highest scorer in State College 
history is Deane Antoine who col­
lected 916 points, 220 as a sopho­
more, 402 as a junior and 294 last 
season. 
New team records were esta b­
lished in season's scoring and aver­
age, number of field goals and free 
throws, field goal shooting and re­
bounds. Single game marks set 
were in points scored, number of 
field goals and field goal shooting. 
The Jackrabbits also allowed more 
points in a season than any other 
State team. 
The 1955-56 team tallied 1,972 
points for a 82.2 average ·while giv­
ing up 1,769 for a 73.3 defensive 
average. The Jacks shot .417 on 
field goals, making §7 4 of 1,617 
attempts, scored on 624 free throws 
and collected 1,193 rebounds. 
Against Morningside the Jack­
rabbits tallied 101 points. They shot 
.537 in field goal accuracy against 
North Dakota State and put 36 field 
goals through the hoop in games 
3 
Reh. Avg. Pf. TP. Avg. 
242 10.1 93 413 17.2 
228 9.5 74 391 16.3 
133 5.5 68 312 13.0 
174 7.2 83 294 12.2 
104 4.3 68 270 1 1.2 
56 2.4 15 71 3.1 
29 1.2 19 69 3.0 
25 1.1 2 1  49· 2.1 
45 2.0 35 28 1.2 
12 0.8 13 13 0.9 
8 1.0 7 15 I 1.8 
ti 12 .0.7 11 14 0.7 
12 0.7 10 12 0.7 
4 0.3 8 11 1.0 
5 0.8 1 8 1.3 
9 1.5 4 2 0.3 
95 0 0 
1193 49.7 530 1972 82.2 
1097 45.7 553 1769 73.7 
against St. John's, North Dakota 
State and Mayville Teachers. 
In addition to their wholesale 
assault on  State College records, the 
Jackrabbits set new standards in 
the North Central Conference in 
eight statistics departments. 
· Sutton established a new mark in 
field goal accuracy, .521 on 63 of 
121 shots. Marion Schreiber scored 
o n  27 of 30 free throws for a · . 900 
percentage to top Sutton's record 
from the previous year. 
New team standards the Jacks 
set in conference play were 1,009 
points, an 84.1 points per game av­
erage, 335 field goals, 339 free 
throws, .427 field goal percentage 
a nd . 721 free throw percentage. 
Two points more for the Jack cagers 
as Sutton hits again 
golf · and tennis 
strong baseball teams 
The only college in South Dako­
ta to continue ba�_eball competition 
annually since athletics were re­
vived following World War II, 
State College has t radit ionally · fielded strong teams. 
In the seven seasons that Coach 
Erv Huether has guid�d the dia­
mond fortunes, the Jackrabbit have 
had only two losing seasons. The 
1956 aggregation, the most inexper­
ienced in recent years, was his sec­
ond to finish with a record balance 
on the wrong side of the won-lost 
ledger. 
However, the State C o 11 e g e 
coach looks for a return to brighter 
days with most of his players re­
turning for another year more pol-
ished and seasoned. 
Jackrabbit diamond competitors 
regularly meet the strongest teams 
4 
In keeping with the State College 
ideal of a well-rounded athletic 
program, golf and tennis receive 
considerable a t t e n t i o n  in the 
spring. 
Both teams compete in the North 
Central Conference meets e a c h 
year and have contests against oth­
er collegiate golf and tennis squads 
in the neighboring area. 
Last spring Jackrabbit golfers 
won five and lost two meets while 
the tennis squad broke even in four 
contests. 
in Minnesota, Iowa and Nebraska, 
usually more than holding their 
own. 
Baseball may become a full­
fledged North Central Conference 
sport in the near future as all of the 
le;;tgue colleges either field teams or 
are planning to next season. In 1956 
the Jackrabbits had series sched­
uled with five of the six other loop 
colleges. 
Although the 1956 team seemed 
to lack the ability to g e t b a s e 
knocks when needed, timely hitting 
is usually an outstanding feature of 
Jackrabbit teams. 
Strong pitching and stout defen­
sive play are also trademarks of 
State College baseball teams. 
Huether' s determined diamond 
teams are always a threat against 
any opponents. 
• MEET JIM IVERSON 
One of South Dakota's finest prep 
athletes in recent years and the floor 
general of the great Kansas State 
basketball teams of 1951 and 1952 
has become cage mentor at State 
College. 
The 26-year�old Jim Iverson re­
turned to his native state where his 
athletic feats have become almost 
legendary. Jim took over the cage 
helm from R. M. "Sox" Walseth 
who was named basketball coach at 
Colorado after his State College 
Jackrabbits won the North Central 
Conference crown last season. 
Iverson began his athletic career 
at Platte where he led the basket­
ball team into the state tournament 
four times and was named to the 
all-state team three years. 
Jim was also an all-conference 
halfback two years and a member 
of the outstanding Platte relay 
teams l?efore graduating in 1948. 
• At Kansas State Jim won three letters in basketball. He was cap-
• 
tain and an all-Big Seven selection 
for the 1952 team which was rated 
third nationally. A regular guard for 
two years, he led the Wildcats to 
the Big Seven cha-J!1pionship in 1951 
and to the finals of the 1952 Nation­
al Collegiate tournament. 
Small for a cager, Iverson at 5-11 
was noted for his uncanny judg­
ment, competitive spirit and shoot­
ing ability. He is the highest scoring 
guard ever to graduate from Kansas 
State. 
Jim was a top pitcher for the 
Wildcat baseball team and played 
three seasons for the Mitchell Kern­
els. Also a leader in campus activ­
ities, he was a member of the stu­
dent board of control. 
After his collegiate career, he 
played with the College All-Amer­
ican cage team which toured with 
the Harlem Globetrotters. 
Graduating in 1952, Jim was an 
artillery officer in Japan before 
being chosen as player and coach 
for a b'rigade. team of former col-
New cage coach maps plans 
with co-captains Bob Schreiber (left) 
and Jim Sutton 
· lege stars. His cage teams won 
77 anq. lost seven in two years. 
Returning from service he had a 
tryout with the Boston Celtics be­
fore becoming assistant varsity and 
freshmcin coach at Kansas State 
where he did much of the scouting. 
This past year he has been assistant 
coach at Clay Center, Kansas, while 
working for a master's d e g r e e 
which he received from Kansas 
State this summer. 
Jim expects to employ a balanc­
ed, versatile attack at State College, 
featuring a fast break and strong 
defense. 
Dal Eisenbraun scores after blasting a home run 
5 
wrestlers 
.meet 
strong 
foes 
,_ =1\�.­
Almost a pin for a State wrestler as the referee sees how close 
the opponent's shoulders are to the mat 
Competition against some of the 
strongest teams in the midwest is 
an annual treat for wrestlers at 
South Dakota State College. 
Jackrabbits matmen are not con­
cerned about running lip an im­
pressive won-lost record as this 
would be a big order against the 
type of competition they face. 
State matmen have not fared too 
badly against these rugged oppo­
nents and hold one victory over a 
major opponent, a 16-12 win over 
Nebraska in 1955. 
The 1956 season was a disap­
pointing one in the won-lost column 
as the Jackrabbits had a rash of in­
juries to top-flight wrestlers. ·As 
many as five regulars were out of 
the lineup at the same time but the 
matmen never faltered in their per-
6 
serverance. Win or lose, they would 
rather have a rugged schedule than 
to fatten their record at the expense 
of weaker teams. 
State matmen often face such 
teams as Iowa State, Minnesota, 
Iowa Teachers and Cornell. 
Tw�ce the Jackrabbits have had 
competitors finish fifth in their 
weight class in the National Col­
legiate tournament. In 1955 State 
captured third place in the Nation­
al Junior AA U with one wrestler 
winning an individual champion­
ship, another placing second and 
two others winning consolation 
honors in their classes. 
Another State College grappler 
won his way through district and 
regional competition to the 1952 
U. S. Olympic tryouts. 
• 
here 
• 
• 
R. B. "Jack" Frost 
Athletic Director 
( on leave 1956-57) 
Jim Emmerich 
Track Coach 
Cross Country Coach 
are the·coaches 
Bob Danielsen 
Line Coach 
H. B. MacDougal 
Tennis Coach 
John Johnson 
Equipment & Supply Manager 
Warren Williamson 
Wrestling Coach 
Freshman Football Coach 
Ralph Ginn 
Football Coach 
Associate Director 
( Acting Director 1956-57) 
Erv Huether· 
Backfield Coach 
Baseball Coach 
Freshman Basketball Coach 
Jim Iverson 
Basketball Coach 
Golf Coach 
Bill McDonald, North Central Conference record holder 
in the I 00-yard das'h, . 
breaks the tape in another Jackrabbit victory 
track powerhouses 
In his ten years as track coach, 
Jim Emmerich has made S t a  t e 
College one of the powerhouses of 
the midwest in this sport: His Jack­
rabbit runners have captured the 
North Central Conference title 
seven of those years and were sec­
ond the other three times. 
A total of four and one-half 
points have separated the tracksters 
from a clean sweep of the loop lau­
rels in this period. The Jacks lost by 
one-half of a point in 1949 and 1951 
and by three and a half in 1956. 
Although Jim refuses to make 
any excuses, State supporters are 
quick to point out that injuries 
played a major role in the 1956 con­
ference meet. Two defending 
champions and several other impor­
tant point-makers were side-lined 
during the contest when even one 
of these thinclads might have made 
the difference. 
Jackrabbit trackmen have also 
made their mark on the national 
level. The 1953 team brought State 
College its first national team title 
when a five-man contingent cap­
tured the laurels at the National 
Association }of Intercollegiate Ath­
letics meet. 
State tracksters were third in the 
Nj\IA contest in 1952, eighth in 
1954 and 13th 1955. The 1956 team 
placed seventh with a small crew 
again participating. 
Emmerich's ability as a track 
coach and trainer was also recog­
nized in 1956. He was chosen as 
one of eight trainers for the U. S.  
Men's Olympic teams for interna­
tional sports classic at Melbourne, 
Australia. 
..,; "♦ 
Although the Jacks were beaten 
in their quest of their fifth consec­
utive conference track title, they 
kept two unbeaten strings intact. 
Emmerich's thinclads have not 
tasted defeat in multangular com­
petition since the 1948 outdoor sea­
son and the 1951 indoor season. 
Although State has had outstand­
ing performers in all events in the 
Emmerich era, his distance men 
have been the "bread · and butter" 
crew in many meets . One of the big 
reasons for this continuous supply 
of star distance runners is the cross 
country program. 
While football is stealing t h e 
headlines, . State's fall runners are 
working on their 1 o n g distance 
events . Importance of this sport has 
be�n recognized by raising cross 
country to a major sport at State 
College. The .Jacks have had seven 
undefeated seasons since 1947, the 
last four in succession . 
The harriers have also come in 
for some national and regional hon­
ors of their own.  In 1952 Jack Pear­
son and Russ Nash took first and 
third places in the National AAU 
and CYO cross country meet. The 
Distance runners Dave Peterson (left) 
and Leo Hammrich sprint toward the finish line 
Landing after a successful jump is Bob Dannenbring, 
twice conference broad jump champ 
� I 
r 
J 
r -
same pair finished 14th and 16th in 
the National Collegiate · champion-
ships. 
� On a team basis the Jackrabbits 
�ave placed seventh and ninth in 
the two years they have entered 
full units in the NCAA contest. 
They also won the team trophy in 
the Midwest AA U meet in 1955. 
State track and field performers 
hold many records in the various 
meets in South Dakota and nearby. 
They have captured seven individ­
ual titles and have held four records 
in the NAIA meet. 
Winners in the national events 
include Pete Retzlaff in the shot 
put and discus in 1952 and 1953, 
Russ Nash in the mile run in 1953, 
Jack ·Pearson in the 1954 mile run 
and Dave Peterson i n the 5,000 
meter run in 1956. In both 1953 and 
1 9 5 4 t h e  Jackrabbits captured 
three places in the four-lap race. 
Peterson earned his way into the 
1956 final U. S. Olympic tryouts by 
placing fifth in the National colle­
giate 3,000 meter steeplechase. He 
then finished eighth in Olympic 
tryouts and was tenth in the Na­
tional AA U in this event. • State athletes still hold the re?­ords in seven of the 15 events m 
t h e  North ·Central Conference. 
These are : 
100-yard dash- : 09.6 by Bill Mc­
Donald, 1955 
880-yard run-1: 54.3 by Tom Neu-
berger, 1952 
One mile run-4 : 18.5 by Frank 
· McBride, 1952 
Two mile run-9:40.9 by Frank 
McBride, 1952 
120-yard high h u r d l e s- :  15 by 
W eert Englemann, 1930 
Broad jump-23'5½" by Ken Lin­
strom, 1950 
Discus-162'6W' by Pete Retzlaff, 
1953 
With State College tracksters 
holding many records in events in 
this area, the Jackrabbits have set 
some marks that belie the late com­
ing of spring in South Dakota and 
the lack of indoor facilities for train­
ing. A glance at the all-time State 
College track and field records 
shows that these are marks that any 
college could be proud of. 
. . 
Duane Rykhus goes over the bar again 
First Jackrabbit polevaulter to clear 13  feet, 
SOUTH DAKOTA ST ATE COLLEGE TRACK AND FIELD RECORDS 
100-yard dash- : 09.6 by Bill McDonald, 1 955 . 220-yard dash ( straightaway ) - : 21.6 by Al Pfeifle,- 1954 
220-yard dash ( turn ) - :  21.8 by Bill McDonald, 1955 
440-yard dash- : 49.6 by Larry Walsh, 1951 
880-yard run-1 : 54.3 by Tom Neuberger, 1952 
Mile run-4 : 13.5 by Frank McBride, 1952 
Two mile run-9: 34 by Frank McBride, 1952 
Pole vault-13' by Duane Rykhus, 1956 
High jump-6'2½" by Jim O'Connell, 1934 
Broad jump-23'53?' by Ken Linstrom, 1950 
Shot put-51'2" by Palmer Retzlaff, 1953 
Discus-164' 1H4'' by Palmer Retzlaff, 1953 
Javelin-181'4" by -John Billington, 1941 
120-yard high hurdles- : 15.0 by Weert Englemann, 1930. 220-yard low hurdles ( straightaway ) - : 24.4 by Ken Lmstrom, 1050 
220-yard low hurdles ( turn ) - : 25 by Cliff Pickering, 1955_ 400-meters intermediate hurdles- :58.3 by John Popowski, 1953 
440-yard relay- : 43.3 by Bill McDonald, Jack Pearson, Bob Dannen-
bring and Bruce Knudson, 1955 
880-yard relay-1 : 29.7 by Bob Dannenbring, Don Mccaskell, Bruce 
Knudson and Duane Cummings, 1956 
Mile relay-3: 23.5 by Al Kaiser, Bob Dannenbring, Don McCaskell 
and Jack Pearson, 1955 
Sprint medley-3 : 32.7 by Don McCaskell, Al Kaiser, Cliff Pickering 
and Arlin Patrick, 1955 · Two Mile relay-7: 48.6 by Paul Bergman, Russ Nash, Tom Neuberg­
er and Frank McBride, 1952 
Distance medley-10: 20.6 by Paul Bergman, Russ Nash, Tom Neu-
berger and Frank McBride, 1952 · 
60-yard dash- : 06.3 by Bill McDonald, 1955, 1956 
60-yard low hurdles-·: 06.9 by Bill McDonald, 1955 
60-yard high hurdles- : 07.8 by Cliff Pickering, 1955 
70-yard high hurdles- : 09.1 by Cliff Pickering, 1955 
70-yard low hurdles- : 08.1 by Bill McDonald, 1956 
1,500 meters-3 :  54�4 by Frank McBride, 1952 
5,000 meters-15: 31 by Frank McBride, 1952 
Four Miles-20: 20.1 by Jack Pearson, 1952 
10,000 meters-32: 09 by Jack Pearson, 1952 _ . Four miles cumulative-17: 31.1 by Russ Nash, Jack Pearson, Bill 
Fairley and Arlin Patrick, 1954 ( added time of four runners in same race ) 
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Halfback Larry Korver 
· gains ground for the Jackrabbits 
, in a dash around right end 
football champions 
Five championships in nine years 
at the helm of football fortunes at 
South Dakota State College is the 
record of Coach Ralph Ginn. 
His Jackrabbit elevens won the· 
North Central Conference title out­
right in 1950, 1953 and 1955. In 
1949 and 1954 they shared it. 
In a league as strong as the North 
Central, his mark of 37 victories, 
and ten losses and five ties must be 
considered outstanding. Only twice 
have his gridders lost more than 
one contest in a season against loop 
competition. In fact, four of the ten 
losses chalked a g a i n s t  G i il n­
coached teams came in one of his 
early seasons. _ Ralph's 1950 team became the 
first at State College since 1926 to 
go through the season undefeated. 
Against all competition in the Ginn 
era, the Jackrabbits have compiled 
19S6 prospects 
A major rebuilding job which 
appears to be the biggest at State 
College since 1948 is facing Jack­
rabbit coaches this season. 
Missing from the 1955 club 
which won the North Central Con­
ference title for the third straight 
a record of 54 wins, 26 losses and 
five ties. 
During this span the Jackrabbits 
have outscored conference foes 
1,458 points to 821. All opponents 
have been on the short end of the 
scoring by a 2,174 to 1,491 margin. 
Ginn's proteges have used var­
ious methods in defeating oppo­
nents. His Jackrabbits are mostly 
known for their offensive prowess, 
especially on the ground, but are 
not averse to beating foes with an 
aerial thrust or with a powerful de­
fense. 
The 1955 eleven used stout defen­
sive play as its major weapon in run­
ning up a 6-2-1 mark. Many times 
the J aekrabbits called upon their 
defensive skills and outstanding de­
sire to make up for lapses in other 
departments. 
Spirit also played an important 
time will be 13 lettermen, includ­
ing four all-league performers. Re­
turning lettermen number 11, three 
of these all-conference selections. 
Almost completely wiped out 
were the veterans at both ends, 
center and quarterback. Other 
10 
part in the opportunism that en­
abled the Jacks to take best advan­
tage of the breaks they received. 
Another vital factor in State's suc-• 
cess was superb conditioning as the 
squad worked hard to become one 
of the best in State College histor� 
in this phase: 
In winning the North Central 
Conference championship with a 
5-0-1 recon;l> the Jacks captured 
their third straight grid title. 
For the seniors the 1955 season 
marked the completion of an out­
standing record. In their three 
years of varsity competition, the 
seniors were on teams which won 
the conference crown outright 
twice and shared it once. In league 
play they won 15, lost only one and 
had two ties. Against all competi­
tion they had 18 victories, seven 
losses and two ties. 
positions have good front-line per­
formers but untried sophomores 
must provide the reserve strength 
and several of the starters. 
Of the 45 men listed on the ten­
tative roster, 27 are sophomores. 
Only seven are juniors and 11  ar 
� l 
) 
seniors. Two of the juniors and nine 
seniors have won major awards. 
( Lettermen from 1955 who will 
.ot be on this year's club are Jerry 
Acheson, Bruce Beier, Milo Gaul, 
Bill Herman and Don Tuttle, all 
ends; guards Don Krull and John 
Winkle; centers Dick Klawitter and 
Pete Shaputis; quarterback Dick 
Steiner; halfbacks Larry Korver 
and Ken McKenzie, and fullback 
Jim Carter. Acheson, Klawitter, 
Steiner and Korver won all-confer­
ence recognition. 
These losses become more signi­
ficant when it is realized that Coach 
Ralph Ginn had to depend on a 
small corps of players with few ad-
ENDS 
All of the mciior candidates a re sophomores. Inexperi­
ence may h u rt but coaches consider this year's crop the 
best group of sophomore ends in many yea rs. Pass 
catching ability seem s  to be better tha n recently. 
Adolph Fejfar, 6-1, 184, 19, 
Sophomore, Engineering. 
A good pass receiver up 
t �rom the frosh ranks, he can 
�e expected to see service 
this fall. May also be a con­
tender for center. Played 
under Coach Ernie Carlson 
at Tabor. 
C ar I Katzenberger, 6-3, 
187, 18, Sophomore, Mathe­
matics. Played end and cen­
ter on the freshman team, 
he possesses good hands 
and could become out­
standing at end. P i a  yed  
under Coach Lee Dolan at 
Sioux Falls Cathedral. 
Doug Murfield, 5-11, 168, 
18, Sophomore, Mathemat­
ics. _Showed potential in the 
frosh lineup and should de-
�elop. Played under Coach : on N ehowig at White. 
equate reserves availal;>le on the 
1955 club. 
While there are enough return­
ing lettermen to spot one at every 
position, the distribution doesn't 
work out that way. Unless shifts 
are made, both ends and center will 
be manned by non-lettermen and 
quarterback by an untried senior. 
Gari Dather, 6-0, 180, 19, 
Sophomore, A griculture. 
Up from the frosh squad, 
he looks good as - a defen­
sive end. Needs experience. 
Played prep ball at Ruth­
ton, Minn. 
John Galich, 6-1, 178, 19, 
Sophomore, Physical Edu­
cation. A good, tough regu­
lar end on the freshman 
team, he will be counted on 
for plenty of action this fall. 
A good downfield blocker. 
P i a  y e d  .P r e p  b a I I a t  
Chicago. 
Roger Laubach, 6-3, 197, 
20, Sophomore, G eneral 
R egistration. An excellent 
pass receiver, coaches con­
sider him an outstanding 
prospect. Don Allen was his 
coach at Sisseton. 
Dick Raddatz, 6-0, 182, 20, 
Sophomore, Pharmacy. An­
other good prospect u p 
from the frosh, he looked 
good in the spring game. A 
good pass receiver and of­
fensive blocker, he's ex­
pected to see lots of action 
in the fall. Played at West 
Concord, Minn., under 
Coach Don Volk. 
TACKLES 
These positions a ppear to be ttie strongest o n  the squad 
in . overall  abi lity and depth. As a resu lt several men 
may be shifted to strengthen other spots. Wayne Haen­
sel has already been moved to guard. H a rwood Hoeft 
is likely to be one of the best l inemen in the midwest. 
· Aaron Bade, 6-1, 199, 20, 
Junior, Agriculture. F a s t 
and with an excellent atti­
tude, he gained m u c h 
needed experience last . sea­
son. Will be counted on for 
considerable service this 
fall. Played prep ball at 
Groton under Coach Bill 
Cook. 
Francis Blaze, 5-11, 215, 19, 
Sophomore, Engineering. 
Smart and fast, he has the 
size to become outstanding. 
A regular on the freshman 
team. Played at Fort Pierre 
under Pinkey Kerns. 
Harwood Hoeft, 6-3, 215, 
21, Senior, Agricultural  
Engineering. All c onfer­
ence in 1955, he's smart, 
fast, and rough-should 
have a great year. Co-cap­
tain, 1956. Played at Gro­
ton under Bill Cook. 
Darrell Veal, 5-10, 197, 20, 
Junior, Engineering. Fast, 
smart a n d r o u g h, h e 
showed up well in the 
spring game. Coaches ex­
pect him to be a top con­
tender for a starting posi­
tion. Played under Coach 
Len Ramsdahl at Lemmon. 
! 
I .  
George Alfredson, 6-0, 185, 
19, Sophomore, Civil Engi-
�, ' ]  neering. A regular on the 
freshman team and a mem-
ber of the freshman wres-
tling squad. Played prep 
ball a t  Kenosha, Wis. 
LeRoy Bergan, 6-3, 246, 18, 
Sophomore, Agricul tural 
Education. . A big strong 
boy with no football expe­
rience prior to coming to 
college, he has plenty of 
potential but needs experi­
ence. Prepped at Florence. 
Phil Haan, 6�2, 2 1 1, 21, 
Senior, Physical Education. 
A_ regular last season, he should have his best year 
coming up. Was a weights 
man on the track team. Red 
Clinker was his coach at 
Watertown. 
Jerry Lund, 5-11, 204, 21, 
Senior, E n g i n e e r i n g. 
Looked good in the spring 
game, he's smart q.nd rug­
ged-should be a contender 
for a starting p o s i t i o n. 
Prepped at Rapid C i t y 
under Coach Wes Evans. 
Max Winkler, 6-1, 205, 20, 
Sophomore, Physical Edu­
cation. A regular on t h e 
freshman squad, he showed 
potential in spring practice 
and should develop. Lots of 
desire. Played prep ball at 
Luverne, Minn., u n d e r 
Coach Arling Anderson. 
• 
GUARDS 
Tom Fitzgibbons, 5-10, 182, 
21, Senior, Agriculture Ani­
mal Husbandry. Very ag­
gressive and with lots of 
desire, he's seen plenty of 
action as a first line reserve. 
Could break into the start­
ing lineup. Nusier Salem 
was his coach at Sioux Falls 
Cathedral. 
Dave Kruger, 5-8, 160, 19, 
Spphomore, General Regis­
tration. Played a lot of ball 
with the freshman squad. 
He has lots of desire and 
enthusiasm. Should devel­
op. Bob Burns w a s h i s 
coach at Sioux Falls Wash­
ington . 
Merlin Newman, 5-9, 175, 
18, Sophomore, Agricultur­
al Education. A regular on 
the freshman ·squad, he's a 
good blocker with lots of 
desire. Should develo p. 
Played at Redfield under 
Coach Kenny Greeno. 
Len Spanjers, 5-10, 185, 20, 
Junior, Engineering. Al l­
conference as a sophomore, 
he's smart, and an excellent 
blocker and tackler. Rated 
the fastest 1 i n e m a n by 
coaches. Prepped at Mil­
bank high school u n d e r 
Coach Lee Dolan . • 
Th ree maior lettermen returning, cou nting Haensel who 'moved from tackle . 
Coaches don1t expect much trouble from these positions. Reserve strength is 
i n  i nexperienced sophomores. Len S pa niers, a ll-conference as a sophomore, 
cou ld be great. 
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Wayne Haensel, 6-2, 206, 
20, Junior, Agriculture. A 
rough-type football player, 
he likes it best when the 
going is tough. Saw consid­
erable service as a sopho­
more. Prepped u n d e r  
Coach Bob Rowels at Wal­
nut Grove, Minn. 
. Paul Lineau, 5-11, 178, 19, 
Sophomore, Engineering. 
A good aggressive guard, 
he looked good in spring 
drills. Played at Rapid City 
under Coach Wes Evans. 
Carl Ostenso, 5-10, 169, 18, 
Sop homo re, Engineering. 
Showed promise in spring 
drills as a guard. Played 
prep ball at Montevideo, 
Minn. 
Dennis York, 6-0, 185, 19, 
Sophomore, Engineering. 
Fast, eager and t o u g h, 
coaches feel he'll be a defi­
nite asset to the squad. 
Played at Sioux Falls Wash­
ington under Coach Bob 
Burns. 
CENTERS 
Ario Hemme, 6-3, 185, 21, 
Senior, Agricultural Edu­
cation. Leading contender 
for the vacancy left by Dick 
Klawitter, he is fast and 
smart, with plenty of deter-
. ruination. Played u n d e r 
Coach Arling Anderson at 
Luverne, Minn. 
Cletus Mages, 6-0, 206, 18, 
Sophomore, General Regis­
tration. A big boy with lots 
of determination, he played 
tackle for the freshmen and 
is being tried at center. 
Prepped at Comfrey, Minn. 
QUARTERBACKS 
Arnold Johnson, 5-9, 149, 
21, Senior, Physical Educa­
tion. Potentially one of the 
two fastest men on t h e 
squad, he does everything 
well. Possessing a k e e n 
mind for football, he will 
probably also see action at 
halfback. Has been ham­
pered by injuries during 
past seasons. Played under 
Coach Harold White  a t  
Brookings. 
Ronald La Vallee, 6-0, 179, 
20, Junior, Engineering. Re­
ceived profitable e xperi­
ence at quarterback I a s t 
year. Expected to see plenty 
of service this fall. Played 
at Lake Andes under Coach 
Jack Ecklund. 
A ma ior problem due to the loss of Dick ,K lawitter and Pete Shaputis. Ario 
Hemme has the ea rly edge. Other players may be tried at this position. 
Ellis Jensen, 6-2, 197, 20, 
Junior, Physical Education. 
Can play at either end or 
center, eager to play. Prep­
ped under Coach Al Heckel 
at Meckling. 
Ralph Ohman, 6-3, 235, 18, 
Sophomore, Engineering. 
Big and rough, he shows a 
great deal of pote ntial. 
Could make it anytime, but 
appears to be about a year 
away from a starting posi­
tion. Played prep ball at 
Fairmont, Minn. 
No experienced candidates a re available. Lee Kragenbring is the leading 
contender. Others m_ay be tried at this spot. Nig Joh nson, letterma n at ha lf­
back last yea r, is l ist·ed as a q uarterback. 
Lee Kragenbring, 5-11, 176, 
21, Senior, Economics. A 
reserve quarterback l a s t 
year, he's now ready to take 
over. A hard worker and a 
student of the game. Played 
under Coach Darrel Zim­
merman at Atwater, Minn. 
Jack Vesely, 5-11 ,  173, 19, 
Sophomore, · Pharmacy. As 
a left-handed passer and 
daring quar terba ck, h e  
s h o w s lots of potential. 
Prepped at Algonquin, Ill. 
HALFBACKS 
_.Bob Benson, 5-10, 165, 19, -__ �ophomore, Physical Edu­
cation. Singled out a s a 
hard runner on the frosh 
team, he'll have a chance to 
pick up needed experience 
this fall. Prepped at Granite 
Falls, Minn. 
Dal Eisenbraun, 6-1, 176, · -
21, Senior, Physical Educa­
tion. Member of champion­
ship . basketball squad as 
well as a baseball regular. 
Possesses lots of enthusi­
asm. Broke into the starting 
lineup his first playing year. 
Held team record for inter­
cepted passes during '55 
season. Played prep ball at 
Delmont. 
Don Frank, 5-10, 165, 20, 
Sophomore, Pharmacy. A 
�P"ood, tough regular on the 
�reshman team, he has lots 
of potential. A good down-
field blocker. Bill Amacher 
was his coach at Burke. 
Harvey Hammrich, 5-9, 
180, 21, Sophomore, Physi­
cal Education. A hard run­
ner, and a regular on the 
freshman team, he shows 
lots of potential. · Played 
under Coach William Beck­
man at Ipswich. 
Sam Ruth, 5-10, 173, 20, 
Junior, General Registra­
tion. A good passer and 
• open-field runner, he has been held back during past · 
seasons by injuries. Could 
be a real threat this year. 
Played prep ball at New­
ark, N. J . 
Main loss is La rry Korver. Dal Eisenbra u n  and Bi l l  McDonald are retu rning 
lettermen. Several of the newcome rs th reaten to break i nto the l �neup if they 
continue to develop. 
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· Dick Cullen, 5-11, 170, 21, 
Sophomore ,  General Regis­
tration. Fast a n d w i t h  
plenty of determination, he 
should develop. Prepped at 
Comfrey, Minn. 
Emery Fillmore, 5-8, . 178, 
24, Sophomore, P h ys ical 
Education. A recent service 
returnee, he should see a 
lot of- action when he gets 
back into the swing. Prep­
ped at Sioux Falls Wash­
ington under Coach Wally 
Diehl. 
Harold Gallagher, 6-1, 184, 
23, Junior, Physical Educa­
tion. A transfer student who 
was not eligible last year. 
Smart and with lots of de­
sire, he should be an asset 
to the squad. Played at Hot 
Springs under Coach Wen­
del Handley. 
Bill McDonald, 6-0, 172, 20, 
Senior, Bacteriology. Three 
times a letterman, he holds 
the conference record for 
the 100 yard dash. An out­
standing h alfb a c k, this 
should be his greatest year. 
Ernie Slessinger was his 
coach at Fifth Ave. high 
school in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Dave Viker, 5-10, 179, 20, 
Sophomore, Engineering. 
Out of school last year ex­
pecting a service call, he's 
now ready to play at either 
halfback or quarterback. Is 
a hard runner and a good 
defensive back. Played prep 
ball at Little Falls, Minn. 
Bob Betz, 6-1, 187, 21, Sen-
FU LLBACKS 
ior, Engineering. All con­
ference in 1955, he led th� team in both total yardag�1 \ and average yards gained. Last season Bob Betz made it seven yea rs in a row tha t  
S�<:1te1s ful lback won a ll-conference recognition. Sever­
a l  excellent sophomores need only° experience to give 
this position adeq uate depth. 
Fast, and a real threat, he 
should have his best season 
coming up. 1956 co-captain. 
Played at Madison under 
Coach Eldon Kellar. 
Al B r e s ke, 5-9, 170, 24, 
Sophomore, Physical Edu­
cation. A recent service re­
turnee, he's fast and a good 
defensive back. His coach 
at Webster w a s F.r e d 
Littau. 
MEET WARREN WILLIAMSON 
Bob Schulte, 6-1, 175, 19, 
Sophomore, Agricu l t u re. · 
An outstanding back on the 
freshman squad, he has lots 
of determination and de­
sire. Is expected to see lots 
of action this year. Played 
at Sioux Falls Cathedral 
under Coach Lee Dolan. 
_ The highest scoring player in the history of football at State Col­
lege has returned to his alma mater as freshman football coach and 
and wrestling  mentor. 
Warren Williamson, a key member of the undefeated 1950 Jack­
rabbits, joined the State College staff this summer after a successful 
coaching career at Clear Lake and Winner high schools. 
The 84 points he tallied as a halfback in 1950 still stands as a State 
College record. Of these points, 72 were scored in North Central 
Conference competition to give him the league mark. 
Warren still has a share in the State College total offense standard. 
The 1,103 yards he gained by rushing arid passing was tied in 1954 
by Jerry Welch. His 1,014 yards by rushing alone was topped by only 
two yards by Pete Retzlaff in 1951. 
Williamson was graduated from State Col!ege in 1951 and received 
a master of science degree from his alma mater in 1954. He earned 
three letters in football and three in track .  In 1950 he was an all-con­
ference selection and was named most valuable player on the unde-
feated league championship club. 
He coached football and basketball at Clear Lake for three years 
and was football coach at Winner two years, in addition to handling 
basketball for  one season at Winner. His grid teams were especially 
sl!ccessful. 
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• flll-llffif GRID RECORD WON LOST TIE POINTS OPP. nonrn CEnTRAL conffREnCE 1889 0 0 1 6 6 
1897 0 l 0 0 22 
1898 l l 1 68 11  RECORD 1899 3 l 0 90 62 
1900 4 l 0 128 23 
1901 3 2 0 102 44 WON LOST TIE POINTS OPP. PLACE 
1902 3 2 0 67 21 1922 4 1 l 111  37 Champion 
1903 l 2 0 28 95 
1904 4 2 1 90 27 1923 2 3 0 78 51 Fourth 
1905 2 3 0 74 122 1924 5 0 0 75 16 Champion 
1906 3 l 0 52 34 
1907 5 2 0 108 42 1925 1 l 2 13 25 Fifth 
1908 3 3 1 56 61 1926 3 0 2 56 14 Champion 
1909 l 3 0 61 28 
1910 4 2 2 76 64 1927 2 2 0 90 36 . Third 
1911 4 4 0 60 89 1928 3 l 0 53 19 Second 
1912 2 3 1 46 136 
1913 5 3 0 147 82 1929 2 1 1 50 7 Second 
1914 5 2 0 93 60 1930 l 3 0 13 64 Fourth 
1915 5 1 1 163 7 
1916 4 2 0 100 76 1931 2 2 0 33 44 Second 
1917 5 1 0 149 84 
1932 1 2 l 32 31 Fourth 1918 No games-War 
1919 4 l l 78 20 1933 4 0 0 66 15 Champion 
1920 4 2 l 66 27 
1921 7 l 0 255 38 1934 2 2 0 65 19 Fourth 
1922 5 2 1 202 57 
1935 39 Tie for third 1923 3 4 0 121 85 1 3 l 48 
' • 1924 6 1 0 91 28 1936 1 4 1 19 59 Seventh 1925 2 3 2 20 45 
1926 8 0 3 157 24 1937 2 3 0 44 58 Fourth 
1927 5 3 1 189 89 
1928 9 l 0 230 25 1938 2 3 0 48 76 Fourth 
19.29 5 4 1 237 55 1939 4 l 0 68 53 Co-Champion 1930 2 6 1 48 197 
1931 6 3 0 194 78 1940 2 3 1 16 50 Fifth 
1932 2 5 1 70 96 
1933 6 3 0 1 18 73 1941 l 5 0 18 131 Seventh 
1934 6 4 0 189 72 
1942 3 3 0 45 64 Fourth 1935 4 4 1 123 92 
1936 3 6 1 51 1 16 1943-45 No Conference competition 
1937 4 5 0 102 147 
1938 3 5 0 69 109 1946 2 1 2 52 18  Third 
1939 7 2 0 141 95 
0 Third 1940 4 3 1 78 47 1947 3 1 60 38 
1941 2 5 0 32 131 1948 2 4 0 53 127 Tie for fourth 1942 4 4 0 65 92 
1943 No Football 1949 5 1 0 129 90 Co-Champion 
1944 1 1 0 13 27 
1945 1 4 1 51 144 1950 5 0 l 220 81 Champion 
1946 3 3 2 131 76 
169 84 1947 4 5 0 123 211 1951 4 1 l Second 
1948 4 6 0 107 203 
1952 3 2 1 215 153 Tie for third 1949 7 3 0 183 175 
1950 9 0 1 381 1 16 1953 5 • 0 1 208 75 Champion 1951 8 1 1 311 105 
1952 4 4 1 287 230 1954 5 1 0 247 111  Co-Champion 1953 5 3 1 247 186 
1954 7 2 0 338 151 1955 5 0 1 157 62 Champion 1955 6 2 1 197 1 14 . ;. Totals 237 153 31 7059 4772 Totals 87 54 17 2541 1756 
Another outstanding schedule is 
on tap for the South Dakota State 
College football . team this year. 
Four home contests are on the 
docket beginning with a non-con­
ference game with Northwest Mis-
souri State. 
North Central Conference games 
at home include resurgent Augus­
tana, ever-strong North Dakota 
University and dangerous Morn­
ingside. Road games will see the 
Jackrabbits at S o u t h  D a k o t a  
University, North Dakota State and 
Iowa Teachers. 
1 956 fOOTBAlL SCHEDULE 
SEPT. 15  MONTANA STATE at: Great: Fa l ls { 1 :30) 
SEPT. 22 NORTHWEST M ISSOURI STATE (8:00) 
SEPT. 29 ARIZONA U. at: Tucson (8:00) 
OCT. 6 AUGUST ANA (8:00) 
OCT. 13 ··NORTH DAKOTA U. (Hobo Day - 2:00) 
OCT. 20 SOUTH DAK�TA U. at: Vermi l l ion (2:00) 
OCT. 27 NORTH DAKOTA STATE at Fargo (2:00) 
NOY. 3 MORN INGSIDE ( 1 :30) 
NOY. 10 IOWA TEACHE RS at: Cedar Fa lls ( 1 :30) 
The Jacks also play two outstand­
ing non-league clubs away from 
home. They include Montana State 
at Great Falls and big-time power 
Arizona at Tucson. 
Season tickets reserving the same 
seat for all four home games are 
$7.00. Hobo Day tickets are $3.00 
for a reserved seat. General admis­
sion tickets for any game are $1.50 
for adults, 75 cents for high school 
students and 35 cents for grade 
school students. 
Fo� Hcket:s write f:o: 
BUSINESS MANAGER, SOUTH DAKOTA STATE COLLEGE 
BROOKINGS, SOUTH DAKOTA 
